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Clean Water and Sanitation for All 
 

SDG 6: Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all  

 

 

 

The goal of SDG 6 is to “ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for 

all” by the year 2030. To achieve this goal, the UN has set 6 key targets towards which all member 

countries must make progress. Furthermore, the UN has identified 5 domains of opportunity to 

either enable or accelerate progress towards the targets. For this competition, 3 domains of 

opportunity have been selected: 

 

1) Supporting knowledge and capacity development to compensate for lack of human resources. 

2) Enabling data acquisition and monitoring of progress as well as a basis for efficient decision and 

policy making. 

3) Developing innovative solutions through the use of new technologies to enable more affordable 

alternatives than have currently be provided. 

 

Target 6.1: Achieve access to safe and affordable drinking water 

Achieving this target means extending services to 844 million people who still lack even a basic water 

service, and progressively improving the quality of services to 2.1 billion people who lack water 

accessible on premises, available when needed and free from contamination (safely managed drinking 

water). Only 1/5 countries below 95% coverage are on track to achieve universal basic water 

services by 2030. What could be a cheap solution to decontaminate or prevent contamination of 

water?  

 

Target 6.2: Achieve access to sanitation and hygiene and end open defecation 

Some 892 million people still practice open defecation, the majority of whom live in just two 

regions: Central & Southern Asia and sub-Saharan Africa. Only 10% of countries below 95 per cent 

coverage is on track. What could be a cheap and disposable solutions that people can use for 

sanitation in the absence of toilets?  

 

Target 6.3: Improve water quality, wastewater treatment and safe reuse 

Collecting, treating and reusing wastewater from households and industry, reducing diffuse pollution 

and improving water quality are major challenges for the water sector.  Many countries lack the 

capacity to collect and analyze the data needed for a full assessment of where countries on this 

target. What could be a solution that enables the re-use of water in areas with limited water network 

infrastructure (say, lack of state provided water pipes)?  

 

Some inspirations and resources for data that gives a global view of progress in each country. 

https://www.unwater.org/sdg6-action-space/#:~:text=The%20SDG%206%20Global%20Acceleration,deliver%20the%20SDGs%20by%202030.
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwic4ceosaHwAhUpgP0HHUk_Ba0QFjAJegQIBRAD&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwedocs.unep.org%2Fbitstream%2Fhandle%2F20.500.11822%2F22741%2F6_Clean_water_FINAL.pdf%3Fsequence%3D1%26isAllowed%3Dy&usg=AOvVaw2WUJLdbptTdgTLZGo0FxqG
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwic4ceosaHwAhUpgP0HHUk_Ba0QFjAJegQIBRAD&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwedocs.unep.org%2Fbitstream%2Fhandle%2F20.500.11822%2F22741%2F6_Clean_water_FINAL.pdf%3Fsequence%3D1%26isAllowed%3Dy&usg=AOvVaw2WUJLdbptTdgTLZGo0FxqG
https://www.recyclingstartups.org/top/sewage-treatment/
https://washdata.org/data
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Your Challenge 

 

What can your company do to address any of the 3 selected SDG 6 targets? Where possible, 

frame your solution in the context of the 3 domains of opportunity that best fits your solution.  In 

addition, you are encouraged to think of how your approach can provide data to facilitate 

assessment of how your solution contributes to meeting the target that you’re addressing. Bear in 

mind the level of data analysis capacity (or lack thereof) in the countries that can benefit from your 

solution. Work on a solution (product, service or other) that your company could deliver, build 

the business case and prove that it will work, with impact! 
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SDG 6 at a Glance…  

 

Be sure to explore this goal further!  

Further resources to get started: SDG 6 

  

 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/water-and-sanitation/

